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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 

ORAL ARGUMENT CALENDAR  

 

Date:   Tuesday, February 9, 2021                                          Time:  10:00 a.m. 

Location: https://www.vicourts.org/media; Live Stream   

 

Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands Justices 

Unless otherwise indicated, the following justices will preside over all cases: 

 
Chief Justice Rhys S. Hodge Associate Justice Maria M. Cabret 

 

Associate Justice Ive Arlington 

Swan 

 

Case 1 

SCT-CIV-2019-0047 
ST-2017-CV-00062 

 

 

LIAT (1947), LTD 

Appellant/Defendant, 

 

v. 

 

WILLIAM CHERUBIN, 

Appellee/Plaintiff.1 

 

Issues Following his termination from LIAT (1974), Ltd. at the age of 71, William Cherubin 

filed a claim for wrongful termination due to age discrimination, in violation of the 

Virgin Islands Civil Rights Act. The jury found in favor of Cherubin and awarded 

$1,550,320.00 in damages for lost wages and mental pain and suffering. In this 

appeal, LIAT argues that there was insufficient evidence to support Cherubin’s age 

discrimination claim and that the jury’s damage award merits a new trial because: 1) 

there was no connection between the injury and the amount rewarded and 2) the 

amount was punitive in nature, in violation of the jury instructions and the due 

process clause if the 14th amendment, in that LIAT was unaware that it was being 

subjected to punitive damages.  

 
1 Associate Justice Maria M. Cabret being recused from consideration of this matter, the panel convened 

to consider this matter is comprised of the Honorable Rhys S. Hodge, Chief Justice, the Honorable Ive 

Arlington Swan, Associate Justice, and the Honorable Renée Gumbs-Carty, Designated Justice.  

https://www.vicourts.org/media
https://livestream.com/accounts/13666591/events/8961272
https://supreme.vicourts.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=12810944&pageid=15871049
https://supreme.vicourts.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=12810944&pageid=15759643
https://supreme.vicourts.org/about_us/justices/associate_justice_ive_arlington_swan
https://supreme.vicourts.org/about_us/justices/associate_justice_ive_arlington_swan
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Appearances Counsel For Appellant 

Christopher A. Kroblin, Esq. 

Marjorie Beth Whalen, Esq.  

Counsel For Appellee 

Vincent A. Colianni II, Esq. 

Vincent A. Colianni, Esq. 

Marina Leonard, Esq 

 

Case Material Docket Sheet and Briefs 

 

 

Case 2 

SCT-CRIM-2019-0054 
ST-2016-CR-00218 

 

 

K’MOI CORRASPE 

Appellant/Defendant, 

 

v. 

 

PEOPLE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, 

Appellee/Plaintiff 

 

Issues In connection with the death of Kadeem O. John, K’Moi Corraspe was convicted of 

Murder in the First Degree and Unlawful Possession or Use of a Firearm During the 

Commission or Attempted Commission of a Crime of Violence- Murder in the First 

Degree. On appeal, Corraspe argues that his convictions must be vacated.  The issues 

presented are: whether the testimony of Detective Nigel James discussing eyewitness 

testimony was impermissible and unconstitutional; whether Dr. Francisco Landron's 

testimony on the cause of John’s death was impermissible and unconstitutional 

because he was not the doctor that performed the autopsy and prepared the death 

certificate; whether the conviction of Unlawful Possession of a Firearm During a 

Commission of a Crime of Violence should be reversed due to the People’s failure 

to show that he possessed the Virgin Islands Code’s definition of a “firearm”; 

whether the Court violated his right to be present at all critical stages of the 

proceedings against him by considering a note from the jury outside his presence; 

whether the People engaged in prosecutorial misconduct by vouching for Detective 

James’s hearsay, other improper statements, and referring to evidence that was 

excluded during trial; whether the People’s untimely production of Dr. Landron’s 

opinion on the cause and manner of death of Kadeem John, as well as the late 

disclosure of approximately 15 witnesses, violated Brady v. Maryland and Giglio v. 

United States; and whether the cumulative error doctrine mandates a new trial. 

 

Appearances Counsel For Appellant 

Namosha Boykin, Esq 

Counsel For Appellee 

Aysha R. Gregory, Esq. 

 

Case Material Docket Sheet and Briefs 

https://supreme.vicourts.org/court_calendars/current_court_calendars/february_9__2020_oral_arguments
https://supreme.vicourts.org/court_calendars/current_court_calendars/february_9__2020_oral_arguments
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Case 3 

SCT-CIV-2019-0060 
SX-2018-CV-00209 

 

 

NELSON CRUZ, 

Appellant/Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

ST. CROIX FINANCIAL CENTER INC d/b/a/ TAMARIND REEF HOTEL, 

Appellee/Defendant. 

Issues Whether the Superior Court erred in granting St. Croix Financial Center, Inc. d/b/a 

Tamarind Reef Hotel’s motion to compel arbitration and dismissing Nelson Cruz’s 

unlawful termination suit. Cruz argues that arbitration agreement does not apply to 

his case because the agreement requires settling “previously asserted claims” by 

arbitration. Additionally, the language is substantively unconscionable because it 

does not allow parties to demonstrate their inability to pay arbitration fees. In 

addition to responding to these argument, Tamarind Reef Hotel argues that this Court 

lacks appellate jurisdiction because this appeal was not timely filed.   

 

Appearances Counsel For Appellant  

Rhea Regina Lawrence, Esq.  

Counsel For Appellee 

Andrew Simpson, Esq. 

 

Case Material Docket Sheet and Briefs 

 

 

Case 4 

SCT-CIV-2020-0004 
ST-2013-CV-00570 

 

 

SBRMCOA, LLC, and SAPPHIRE BEACH RESORT AND MARINA CONDOMINIUM 

OWNERS ASSOCIATION, 

Appellants/Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

BEACHSIDE ASSOCIATES, LLC, 

Appellee/Defendant. 

 

https://supreme.vicourts.org/court_calendars/current_court_calendars/february_9__2020_oral_arguments
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Issues SBRMCOA, LLC and Sapphire Bay Resort and Marina Condominium Owners 

Association (SBRMCOA) and Beachside Associates, LLC (Beachside) arbitrated a 

dispute over charges for treatment of the wastewater from buildings owned by the 

SBRMCOA.  On June 8, 2015, the Superior Court confirmed the arbitrator’s original 

judgment in favor of Beachside but remanded in order for the arbitrator to specify 

the terms of the five-year payment plan set forth for SBRMCOA. The arbitrator then 

issued a supplemental award on August 22, 2016.  On March 22, 2017 Beachside 

filed a Motion to Confirm Arbitration and for Entry of Final Judgment, which the 

Superior Court granted.   

In this appeal, the SBRMCOA argues that the Superior Court erred by: 1) holding 

that SBRMCOA waived its right to object to any award allegedly outside the scope 

of the original judgment because it did not timely file a separate motion to vacate or 

modify the award; 2) confirming the arbitration award including an order for it to 

pay “all payments for the flow charges in the manner prescribed in the August 22, 

2015 award” where that order is contrary to the Superior Court’s June 8, 2015 

judgment; 3) upholding the arbitrator’s monetary award to Beachside in manifest 

disregard of the law; 4) holding SBRMCOA bound by 9 U.S.C. §10 imposing a three 

month time limit on motions to vacate or modify award rather than applying this 

Court’s precedent; 5) failing to vacate the monetary damage award in the arbitrator’s 

original award based upon the doctrine of unclean hands and in violation of public 

policy; and 6) failing to vacate the monetary damages in the arbitrator’s award 

because they were irrational. 

 

Appearances Counsel For Appellants  

Maria T. Hodge, Esq.  

Counsel For Appellee 

Neil D. Goldman, Esq.  

Gregory H. Hodges, Esq 

Case Material Docket Sheet and Briefs  

 

https://supreme.vicourts.org/court_calendars/current_court_calendars/february_9__2020_oral_arguments

